December 1, 2025
To: Kendo Federations and Related Organizations in Each Country

Request for Cooperation in the Survey on High School Kendo in Europe

Dear Sir/Madam, I hope this message finds you well and in good health.
We sincerely appreciate your continued efforts in promoting and developing kendo.
We are conducting a survey on high school-age kendo activities across European countries,
with a view to potentially transforming the “Gyokuryuki High School Kendo Tournament”
(organized by the Nishinippon Shimbun) into a world championship.
Accordingly, we kindly request your cooperation in completing the following questionnaire
regarding the activities of your organization.
Please have this survey completed by the applicable representative of your country’s
federation who has specific knowledge about the youth kendo environment in your country
[Survey Overview]
e Purpose: To understand the current state of kendo activities as a basis for the
internationalization of the Gyokuryuki tournament.
e Target: Kendo federations, organizations, and high school representatives in
European countries — one representative per entity.
e  Estimated Time: Approximately 10-15 minutes
e Response Deadline: Wednesday, December 31 2025
e Languages spoken: English
[Main Survey Items]
e High school-age kendo activities (number of participants and environment)
e  Challenges of Participation in Overseas Tournaments and Support Needs
[Handling of information]
e Responses will be processed statistically, and neither individuals nor organizations
will be identifiable.
e  The information will not be used for any purpose other than this survey.
e Participation is voluntary, and consent may be withdrawn at any time
e The data will be properly managed and disposed of
[Regarding Consent]
Please respond to the questionnaire only if you have reviewed the above and agree to the
terms. Please note that your consent will be confirmed through your response at the

beginning of the questionnaire.

What is the Gyokuryiiki?



It is one of the three major high school kendo tournaments, alongside the All Japan High
School Athletic Federation Kendo Championship (Inter-High) and the All Japan High
School Kendo Invitational Tournament.

Its highlight is the five-person knockout format, where young kendo practitioners showcase
their skill by consecutively defeating their opponents.

Many dramatic comebacks occur, with players fighting their way back under pressure.

In some finals, the team captain has defeated three or more opponents in succession to seize

the grand victory banner, giving rise to numerous memorable matches.

HISTORY
In 1916 (Taisho 5), the predecessor of today’s Nishinippon Shimbun, the Fukuoka
Nichinichi Shimbun, organized the first tournament under the name “Kyushu Student

Martial Arts Tournament,” with the participation of 15 schools from Fukuoka Prefecture.

Open Tournament
An open tournament format is used, with no preliminary rounds.
With the large number of participating schools and a demanding schedule spanning several

days, the tournament produces a wide range of dramatic stories every year.

Knockout Matches

A five-person team knockout competition, known as a “Nuki-shobu” (knockout match)
tournament format.

By adopting the Nuki-shobu format, there are cases where a single competitor continues to
win match after match. Special commendations are awarded based on the number of
opponents defeated—such as “five in a row,” “ten in a row,” “fifteen in a row,” or even

“twenty in a row”—and receiving such an award is regarded as a great honor.

Source: Official website of the Nishinippon Shimbun — “About the
Gyokuryuki” (https://specials.nishinippon.co.jp/nsp/kendo/gyokuryu/about/)
[Contact Information]
European Survey Coordinator: Muneto Takanami
Position: Head Coach, UK National Kendo Team
Email: takanami51@icloud.com

Sincerely,



